Visioning Kittitas County 2025 Data
Group Summaries (14 Groups)
Development:
Mixed use development 
Cluster might be OK but integrate (5)
Pockets of higher density development and low density concentration (2)
Green building including aesthetics, energy/water efficient (6) 
Comprehensive zoning

Less pavement: pervious, narrow (2)
Locally generated energy (wind, solar) (3) 
Managed growth infrastructure planning

Live where you work

Reasonable level of development and population outside of the “growth” or “progress” paradigms

Synergism with Suncadia and other development

No light pollution 
Undeveloped land being sustained – farmed, family

Cities/towns with edges

Public/tax/government support for smaller homes

Transportation:
Connecting trails: biking (10), walking (8), horse (2) of recycled materials/renewable

Public transportation (9) –with understanding of how it affects land owners re: funding 
Non-motorized transportation system (3)
Hybrid vehicles/biodiesel/alternative fuel use (3) 
Noise reduction – mostly traffic “jake brakes”

Slow down on freeway
Fewer cars (2)
Policy/Culture:
“Sustainable mandates”

Comprehensive plan is in place that supports healthy and sustainable community which the community drives and enforces (3)

Culture of conservation vs. consumption (2)

Community participation/citizenship/ownership (2)

Develop sense of place before next generation matures, then reinforce that sense of history, responsibility

We need to be able to influence decision makers

Respect

Shrink our footprint

Individuals in this county have personal responsibility for a health county (2)
Community is people and relationship focused

Maximize local natural resource use, minimize waste to be regionally self reliant

Environmental initiatives are home-grown

“Shared story” and community event

More recycling – recycling cans on sidewalks 
Environmental festivals

Less emphasis on making $

More community events

Ethic of community service
Social equity for resource consumption

Community center – accessible to all

People: 

Engaged families including seniors, youth

Active Ellensburgers

Diversity 
Collaboration/relationship building among previously disparate groups 

Want to see people especially kids outside  

More people talking/laughing/interacting/dancing = fewer cell phones

Zero-net population growth – 2 kids county wide

Education:
Comprehensive outreach education

Individuals are educated and aware of culture, roles, past – future

Schools/community integration

Environmental education (2)
More agricultural education in schools 
Vocational education
School gardens provide their own food
Outdoor classrooms, CSA primary function, experiential education
Community education: helping to teach lessons

Connection with CWU and County

Educate people how all things/resources are connected (2)
Educate itinerant or non-local working owners on Kittitas County history
Link XWU and other educators

Service learning

Place-based learning, understanding of agricultural setting

Business:
Environmental economics

Energy efficient/green businesses

Business/environmental line is blurred

Flourishing and vital downtown (4) 
Fill vacant downtown stores/buildings with stable business before expanding
Locally owned business (3)
Mobile slaughterhouses
Agriculture:
Community, local food production (8)
Agriculture is economically viable (2)
Agriculture: sustainable, keep it local

Farmer’s market 
Diversified farming/crops (3)

Healthy small scale agriculture (2)

Food co-op, value added

Green Spaces:
More green space (3)
Interpretive area

Community gardens (3)
Gardens using CWU students 
Xeriscaping, gardening with native plants (3)

Public access to “green spaces” is free (4) and close to where people live
University Way – greenway trees

Sustainable forestry – forestry continued

Smaller rural lots, more integrated open space 

Return environment to more natural state (2)
We should see nesting birds and small mammals; hear insects and birds; smell skunks, horse chestnuts, dirt and sage

Healthy streams, dam modification (fish) – preservation of flood plains

Clean air and water (2) – effective salmon recovery

Properly functioning corridors with larger and more open spaces for habitat for animals 

and room for agriculture

Functioning habitat for fish and wildlife
Other ??:
Integrate appropriate technology (2)
Mixed use also mixed income

Mixed use: economy, environment, equity

More balance between cowboy/artists/environment “not just a cowboy town”
Cultural and historical restoration

Remember why you came here.  What brought you? – preserve that

Greater individual choice

